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Exploring Issues is a new, cost-effective, and accessible digital resource that provides focused coverage and
clear analysis of timely, complex, and controversial issues. Every topic is covered with an unbiased overview, thorough
and clear pro/con presentations, critical-thinking questions, color infographics and statistics that support positions,
cited primary and secondary source quotes, and an annotated list of related organizations for further research. The
easy site navigation is enhanced with tools such as Google Drive, PDF download, e-mail/share, and MLA/APA citation
export. Its user-friendly and clean design make it a “must have” resource for middle and high school research papers, debate 
preparation, persuasive essay writing, and class discussions.

Helping Students and Researchers Understand Today’s Complex Issues

IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
IN

G
 E

X
P

L
O

R
IN

G
 IS

S
U

E
S

1

Responsive design optimized 
for use on mobile devices and 
desktop computers.

Provides focused 
coverage and clear 
analysis of timely 
complex and contro-
versial issues.

Unbiased overviews and 
clear pro/con presentations 
promote critical thinking 
and reading.

Navigate issues by 
thumbnail image or 
category/list view.
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Expandable subheads 
make it easy to scan and 
find specific material, or 
read entire article.

Each position includes an 
infographic with a visual 
representation of related 
statistics or facts.

Each issue includes 
infographics gallery, 
facts page, related 
organizations, and 
source note list

Each page includes citation, 
translation, sharing via email 
or Google Classroom, 
download to a computer or 
Google Drive,  and printing 
tools. 

Search within all topics with 
keyword search.

Student and teacher 
resources include 
downloadable guides 
about critical thinking 
and writing.

Clean and user-friendly 
design makes information 
easy to access and doesn’t 
overwhelm the user.

Each issue in Exploring Issues is made up of a series of articles including an overview of the issue, debates at a glance sum-
marizing each related controversy, and pro/con viewpoint articles. Each article includes documented primary and secondary 
quotes and a full-color captioned infographic. Exploring Issues has been designed to offer easy access to the information 
needed to get a basic understanding of the controversies surrounding each featured issue. Additional tools include printing, 
downloading, sharing, translation, and automatic page citation in MLS, APA, and Chicago styles. The site is integrated with 
Google Classroom and Google Drive for easy use in the classroom or for assignments.  
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for each position are 
outlined.

Every article includes 
automatic citation 
in APA, MLS, and 
Chicago Styles.

Pro/Con presentation of 
issues supports critical 
thinking and reading.

Cited quotes from each 
side of the argument give 
voice to each viewpoint.

Source descriptions 
encourage critical 
reading and thinking.
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Focus questions engage the 
reader, encourage critical 
thinking, and can be used 
for class discussions and 
writing assignments.

Easily navigate to 
different issues with 
drop down menu.

Each position is supported 
by full-color captioned in-
fographics and primary and 
secondary source quotes 
with citation export.

Each viewpoint article 
opens with documented 
quote expressing view. 

Accordion navigation 
allows users to easily scan 
the main arguments for a 
specific topic, or view the 
complete article.
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Question/Answer issue 
navigation guides users 
directly to the informa-
tion they need.
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Each viewpoint is supported 
by a full-color captioned 
infographic presenting statis-
tics and facts visually.

All quoted materials 
include easily accessed 
footnotes.

Pullquotes that include 
information about each 
speaker/writer support 
each viewpoint and en-
courage critical reading.

Each viewpoint article 
includes an introduction 
presenting the main points 
discussed.
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Each infographic presents 
facts and statistics visually 
and includes caption and 
source.

Print friendly version of 
infographics can easily 
be used as classroom 
materials. 

All infographics include 
citation, download, 
share, and print tools.

Access infographics from 
article or from issue 
infographics gallery.
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For Further Research 
section includes books, peri-
odicals, and Internet sources 
for additional information 
with links.

Related Organizations and 
Websites section provides 
information about orga-
nizations involved in the 
issue with website links.

Facts section for each 
issue provides organized 
facts and statistics for use 
in discussion, writing, and 
research.

Student and teacher  
resources include 
downloadable classroom 
activities and guides.
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• Easily research current issues for writing assignments, debates, and class projects.
• Download infographics for use in presentations and projects.
• Find documented quoted materials from both sides of an issue.
• Use related resources for additional research.
• Download student resources for assistance in critical reading and writing. 

• Easily prepare critical thinking lessons.
• Find a wealth of materials to use for classroom discussion, writing exercises, and issue analysis. 
• Get ideas for current issues classroom activities from downloadable teacher resources.
• Incorporate materials into assignments and classroom activities using Google Classroom.
• Use Exploring Issues materials such as Debate at a Glance, Facts, Focus Questions, and Infographics for classroom activities and 

discussions. 

• Provide your patrons with objective analysis and balanced pro-con discussion of today’s issues.
• Assist educators in integrating technology into the classroom and creating engaging critical thinking activities.

CONTENT
• Unbiased and easy to use resource supports research papers, 

debate preparation, persuasive essays, and class discussions
• Promotes critical thinking and reading
• Clean and accessible design invites users and helps them get the 

information they need
• Issue content includes both objective, unbiased overviews and 

clear pro/con arguments
• Debate at a Glance summarizes pro/con arguments’ main points
• Numerous captioned, full color infographics and statistics sup-

port positions
• Hundreds of primary and secondary source quotes with cita-

tion export
• Growing collection of issues with updates as needed

• Related organizations with annotations and links
• Google Drive and Google Classroom integration
• Print, copy, PDF download, and share tools
• Instant translation into 100 languages
• Downloadable student and teacher guides for writing,  

research, and class activities and discussions
• MLA/APA citation tool for primary content
• Responsive design optimized for use on mobile devices  

and computers
• 24/7 unlimited user access
• Free downloadable MARC records for cataloging available
• $295 single site license, multi-site pricing available

STUDENTS

TEACHERS

LIBRARIANS

CONTENT FEATURES
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•  Alternative Energy Cars
• Biofuels
• Biomedical Ethics
• Cell Phones
• Climate Change
• Cyberbullying
• Distracted Driving

• E-Cigarettes and Vaping
• Gun Control and Violence
• Illegal Immigration
• Legalizing Marijuana
• Mass Shootings
• Social Networking
• Video Games and Violence

Exploring Issues can be used on a Mac or PC platform. The database is responsive and has been optimized for mobile devices and 
computers. A minimum of 512 MB of RAM is recommended. The last two versions of the following browsers are supported: Google 
Chrome, Mozilla FireFox, Microsoft Edge, Internet Explorer, and Apple Safari for Mac OS X (macOS). The following mobile browsers 
are supported: Safari (iOS 7.0+), Google Chrome, and Android Browser (Android 4.0+).

ISSUES

SPECS

Sign up for a free 30-Day Trial at www.referencepointdigital.com/exploringissues

This growing current issues database includes articles on these issues and more:


